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Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary of Education Margaret 
Spellings 

October 19, 2005 

The President. Laura and I are proud to 
welcome our Secretary of Education here to 
the Oval Office. Secretary Spellings has just 
delivered what’s called the Nation’s Report 
Card, which is a sample of over 300,000 stu-
dents from—in every State, as to whether or 
not they’ve got the capacity to read and write 
and add and subtract in the fourth and eighth 
grade. 

This is an encouraging report. Thank you 
for coming, Madam Secretary, because it 
shows there’s an achievement gap in America 
that is closing, that minority students, par-
ticularly in fourth grade math and fourth 
grade reading, are beginning to catch up with 
their Anglo counterparts. And that’s positive, 
and that’s important. It shows that a system 
that measures and focuses on every child is 
a system that can help us and achieve a goal 
that we really want in America, and that is 
every child learning to read and no child— 
and add and subtract and no child being left 
behind. 

This is an important yardstick. It’s an im-
portant measuring tool. It will allow States 
to compare how they’re doing with their 
neighboring States, for example. It also 
points up where we’ve got more work to do. 
We’ve got work to do in eighth grade reading. 
And that’s why we’ve discussed the program, 
Striving Readers Program. We hope Con-
gress funds that program to make sure that 
there’s intense focus in the middle schools 
in reading and math, just like there’s intense 
focus in the early grades in reading and math. 

And so, Madam Secretary, thanks for com-
ing. Appreciate you delivering the report. No 
Child Left Behind is working. 

Secretary Spellings. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

The President. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Significant Narcotics Traffickers 
Centered in Colombia 
October 19, 2005 

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order 
12978, the President declared a national 
emergency pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701–1706) to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States constituted by the actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia, and the extreme level of violence, cor-
ruption, and harm such actions cause in the 
United States and abroad. 

The order blocks all property and interests 
in property of foreign persons listed in an 
annex to the order that are in the United 
States or within the possession or control of 
U.S. persons, as well as of foreign persons 
determined to play a significant role in inter-
national narcotics trafficking centered in Co-
lombia. The order similarly blocks all prop-
erty and interests in property of foreign per-
sons determined to materially assist in, or 
provide financial or technological support for 
or goods or services in support of, the nar-
cotics trafficking activities of persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order, or per-
sons determined to be owned or controlled 
by, or to act for or on behalf of, persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order. The 
order also prohibits any transaction or deal-
ing by United States persons or within the 
United States in such property or interests 
in property. 

Because the actions of significant narcotics 
traffickers centered in Colombia continue to 
threaten the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States and to 
cause an extreme level of violence, corrup-
tion, and harm in the United States and 
abroad, the national emergency declared on 
October 21, 1995, and the measures adopted 
pursuant thereto to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 21, 2005. Therefore, in accordance with 
section 202(d) of the National Emergencies 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 
1 year the national emergency with respect 
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